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 Inaugurating the film and releasing the same day, the late Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee had called him 'India's first real poet'. A first-time director and a former producer of popular Telugu television programmes, Rajkumar is no stranger to the film industry. His previous directorial venture Chandamama was well received. The film is a fictionalised version of his life and shows how he
rose from a humble background to become a major voice of Indian nationalism. It also portrays his relationship with Gandhi. Rajkumar is being praised for doing a good job. According to Subhash K. Jha of The Telegraph, 'Rajkumar’s dialogue is more reflective of Tilak, and his message has more punch. For all the talk of ‘filmic representation’ and the integration of historiography and celluloid, it is
hard to think of a film that better reflects the first decade of the 20th century than C-G-T.' Jha goes on to describe it as an 'absorbing, even exhilarating piece of storytelling, and it holds the viewer's attention by the end of the first half-hour.' Another positive review came from The Daily Telegraph of UK. Other reviews have been mixed. Some reviews call the film as a 'lacking in depth and glossiness'.

"A too neat retelling of a story that was complex and controversial". - The Hindu "The film draws many comparisons to Mani Ratnam’s epic Salaam Bombay! but it’s the editing and art direction that make it look a great deal more slick. Because when it comes to film-making, Rajkumar has the cleverest pair of hands". - NDTV C-G-T: The film has excellent performances, though could have been
more extensive. "In the long list of names in India that could be considered for the role of Gandhi in a forthcoming biopic, Bal Gangadhar Tilak (B. G. Tilak, 1915-1920), once thought to be a viable contender, emerges as a strong contender. The film has excellent performances, though could have been more extensive". - The Hindu The Hindu adds further: "The director’s first film C-G-T is a first-
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